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Program
The Gumsuckers March

Percy Aldridge Grainger | Edited by R. Mark Rogers
Grade 6| c. 4:00

Acadiana

Frank Ticheli

Grade 5 | c. 17:00
Movement I - At the Dancehall
Movement II - Meditations on a Cajun Ballad
Movement III - To Lafayette

Hands Across the Sea

John Philip Sousa | Arranged by Brion & Schissel
Grade 3.5| c. 3:00

The Gumsuckers march
A "Gum-Sucker" is an Australian nickname for Australians born in Victoria,
the home state of the composer. The eucalyptus trees that abound in
Victoria are called "gums", and the young shoots at the bottom of the
trunk are called "suckers"; so "gum-sucker" came to mean a young native
son of Victoria, just as Ohioans are nicknamed "Buck-eyes". In the march,
Grainger used his own Australian Up-Country Tune melody, written by him
to typify Australia, which melody he also employed in his Colonial Song for
two voices and orchestra, or military band.
- Program note by Percy Aldridge Grainger

Acadiana
The word acadiana refers to a region comprising much of the southern half of the state of
Louisiana, where Cajun culture and heritage are most predominant. Acadiana honors that
heritage, and completes a trilogy of Cajun inspired works I have composed for concert
band over a twenty-five year period. The trilogy, comprised of Cajun Folk Songs (1989),
Cajun Folk Songs II (1996), and the present work (2015), draws from personal childhood
memories growing up in South Louisiana, and captures in music my lifelong love of Cajun
music and culture.
Acadiana is composed in three movements. The first is a bright and lively dance that makes
use of two different Cajun rhythmic features: 1) un valse in deux temps (a waltz in two
times), a Cajun dance rhythm that alternates between triple and duple meters; and, later in
the movement, 2) a lively Cajun two-step dance.
The second movement, composed in memory of the victims of Hurricane Katrina, serves as
the emotional heart of the entire work. It is constructed as a set of six variations on an
ancient Cajun ballad, La fille de quartorze ans, (The fourteen-year-old-girl). The melody,
which doesn’t appear until about ninety seconds into the movement, is first stated by the
piccolo and tuba four octaves apart from each other. As the variations unfold, the music
slowly grows in volume and speed, finally bursting out into a wildly chaotic climax. Amidst
this chaos, several old Cajun folk songs make short, cameo appearances, and combine with
original music to create a complex, frenzied texture that reminds me of some of the
wonderful melodic pastiches of American composer Charles Ives. The energy eventually
collapses into dark and powerful sustained brass chord, which in turn slowly gives way to a
final, prayer-like statement of the melody.
Beginning without a pause, the final movement is an exalted dance that makes use of a
variant on an old Cajun folk melody whose origins are clouded by history (as is the case
with so many folksongs). The tune may have first appeared in the folksong Jeunes gens
campagnard (Young Country Gentlemen); however, many years later, in the late 1920s, a
variant of the tune was used for the song Allons a Lafayette (Let’s go to Lafayette). My own
melodic variant is quite removed from either of these ascendants, while still upholding their
inherent joie de vivre. From beginning to end, the finale is an exuberant celebration of life.
Laissez les bon temps rouler (“let the good times roll!”)
- Program note by Frank Ticheli

Hands Across the Sea
Hands Across the Sea, composed in 1899, might well be considered as Sousa’s farewell to
the nineteenth century that had been so crucial to the evolution of the United States of
America. The two final decades of that century had also been very good to Sousa, for in
those years he emerged as a world-famous music personality. His magnificent band was
one of the first American success stories in music, for it captured audiences wherever it
played. Sousa, his band, and his thrilling marches spoke for all of us. Together they just
might possibly have been the best ambassadors for the Republic since Benjamin Franklin.
Hands Across the Sea could also have been Sousa’s sincerely confident and patriotic view
of the years ahead at the dawn of what he hoped might be a bright new era for mankind.
The title of the march has the ring of history in it. Since Sousa was almost as fascinated by
words as he was by music, this happy combination finds him joining one of his most mature
and compelling marches with words to match, for the prophetic title was original with him.
There are, of course, as many ways to play Sousa marches as there are conductors to lead
them, and no official “system” of performance was either provided or approved by him.
Those many admirers among his players who subsequently conducted provided viable
options, but Sousa’s approval on proofs for publication make them all that is ultimately
correct.
- Program note by Frederick Fennell

School District 308
SD 308 is the seventh largest public school system in Illinois,
with an enrollment of more than 17,000 students in 22
schools, serving pre-kindergarten through 12th grade and
offering alternative education programs and a transition
center for students up to age 22. District 308 covers 68.8
square miles in Northern Illinois, and serves all of Oswego, as
well as portions of Aurora, Joliet, Montgomery, Plainfield, and
Yorkville.

Oswego East High School
Oswego East High School is one of two high schools in school
district 308. The school opened in 2004. Students from
portions of Oswego, Aurora, Montgomery, and Plainfield
attend OEHS. The school enrollment for 2021-2022 is 2,824
students. 23% of those students are considered low-income.
Students from Bednarcik, Murphy, and Plank Jr. High's feed
into Oswego East high School.
The mission of Oswego East is to contribute positively to the
growth of each student. The goal is for students to graduate
prepared to contribute positively to society.

Oswego East High School
Music Department

The Oswego East Band Department currently enrolls 236
students amongst five curricular concert bands. Students in the
top ensemble, Wind Symphony, participate in a chamber music
curriculum throughout the school year. Students in the lower
ensembles participate in weekly technique classes once a week
where the focus is on individual musicianship. Each ensemble
performs at four concerts and at least one festival each year.
Percussionists in each ensemble work once a week with a
percussion instructor in percussion ensemble.
Being enrolled in a curricular ensemble allows students the
option to participate in our co-curricular ensemble offerings.
These include the "Beasts of the East" marching band, the OEHS
jazz program that consists of three jazz bands, pep band, and
the musical pit orchestra. Several students participate in area
youth symphonies and audition for the District 9 ILMEA student
ensembles.
Students at OEHS can also enroll in the choir program, which
has five curricular ensembles and several co-curricular groups.
Students can also elect to take AP Music Theory or a
songwriting/music production class called School of Rock.

Stevan Rexroat
Stevan Rexroat began his teaching career at
Oswego East High School, where he was
appointed as Assistant Director of Bands in the
Fall of 2013. During the 2021-2022 school year,
he was appointed as Director of Bands
Mr. Rexroat’s teaching responsibilities include coteaching all five curricular bands, leading the jazz
program, marching band, pep band, and the
musical pit orchestra. He has taught AP Music
Theory and School of Rock 1 & 2, and is the
sponsor for the Oswego East chapter of the Tri-M
Music Honor Society. Mr. Rexroat also maintains
an active private saxophone studio.
.
Mr. Rexroat attended Berklee College of Music and graduated Summa Cum
Laude in 2012 with degrees in Music Education and Saxophone
Performance and a minor in Conducting. Mr. Rexroat went on to attend the
American Band College at Central Washington University and graduated
with a Masters in Music Education in the 2020.

Mr. Rexroat has previously presented at IMEC and Vandercook College of
Music. He is a member of the National Association for Music Education, the
Illinois Music Educators Association, and the National Band Association.
Mr. Rexroat is extremely grateful for all of his mentors, colleagues, family,
and friends for all of their support over the years.

Kelly Cooper
Kelly Cooper joined the Oswego East High School Music
Department in 2007 as the Assistant Band/Assistant Choir
Director and then moved into the position of Band
Director in 2008. During her time at Oswego East High
School, she co-taught various curricular and co-curricular
ensembles.
Recently, Kelly has stepped down from her teaching
position at Oswego East High School in order to be the
main carer for a loved one in England battling brain
cancer. Many colleagues have sent caring messages and
have shown support, and for that, she is forever thankful.

Kelly wishes all of the members of the Oswego East High School Wind Symphony and
Jazz ensemble best wishes for fantastic performances at the IMEC Convention.
Additionally, she wishes to thank her mentors and close friends who over the years
have provided unending support to her music education career.

Matt Welch
Mr. Matthew Welch joined the OEHS band staff in the
2021-2022 school year as the assistant band director. He is
a graduate of University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.
Mr. Welch co-teaches in each of the five curricular
ensembles. Mr. Welch also enjoys working with cocurricular ensembles at OEHS, including the Big Band and
Pep Band.
Mr. Welch also enjoys teaching private lessons and honing
his musicianship through practice on his primary
instrument (trombone) and various secondaries. He also
takes great pleasure in being a member of the Wheaton
Municipal Band over the summers.
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Thank You - Guest Clinicians
Thank you to all of the guest clinicians who came and worked with the OEHS
Wind Symphony in their preparation for todays performance. Chip Staley, Dr.
James Lambrecht, Joshua Johnson, Stephanie San Roman, and Jessica
Shields. Your feedback and encouragement has been so beneficial in our
preparation!

To the 2019-2020 Wind Symphony
Thank you so much for all of your hard work and dedication that you put into
the preparation and performance of our IMEC application. Without your
efforts, we would not be here two years later! The 2019-2020 Wind
Symphony was a turning point in the OEHS band program thanks to your
leadership!

To the 2020-2021 Wind Symphony
When we initially applied for IMEC, you were the ensemble we envisioned
performing at this event. When we learned that we would not be able to
perform in 2021, you took the news in stride and continued to be the
outstanding leaders and musicians that you are. You helped us forge
ahead and set up the band program to be able to make it to this day in
2022. Your dedication to the band program at OEHS has not gone
unnoticed and please know that our performance today would not be
possible without you. This performance is dedicated to you!

